




The Junior Church in Poland 
It’s 7:50pm and a group stands in the middle of the platform waiting for the train 
to come… WOOOOOSSSSSHHHH, there it is. The last goodbyes are said before 
John Cowie, the Junior Church members and their teachers step into the train. The 
whistle blows, all the doors close, and the train starts to move. The Junior Church 
is off to Poland!!! 
It started off well, but in the morning we missed the stop ‘Konin’ where we had to 
get out. We got out at the next stop, bought tickets back, and when we finally arrived 
BACK in Konin, we got picked up by Julia Lewandowska and the minister of the 
church in Zychlin. We took taxis to Zychlin, ate a big yummy lunch and dumped our 
stuff in our rooms before we went to the library, to hear about the history of Konin. 
The library room was pretty warm and we all hadn’t had such a good sleep, so every-
one was struggling with their eyelids.  
After the history lesson, we took the bus back to Zuchlin and had an hour’s rest. 
Then it was already five o’clock so we went to the church to set up the exhibition. We 
filled a table with typically Dutch, Church and Junior 
Church things. And also we set up the projector for 
the Junior Church film we made.               
When we finished, Diederik, Ajibola, Lea and Leila 
got a ‘task’ from their minister: we had to find at least 
seven Scottish things in the garden. We wrote some 
things down, brought them to the minister and he 

gave us a tour around the garden. Af-
ter that, we played some football and ate delicious salads and sau-

sages at the bonfire. We chatted and stuffed 
ourselves with yummy  food  and then had a 
good night’s sleep.    
On Sunday we all woke up, had breakfast, then 
went to church. We sang the song we had prac-
ticed for the night before, and Ajibola and 
Leila read something from the Bible. In the 
middle of the service Ajibola, Iain and Niels 
had to go, because they took the plane back to 

Amsterdam.  Then after the service the rest of us gave an explanation of the exhibit 
and showed the church members the film. At about three o’clock we headed for 
Wroclaw in a minibus, dropped our bags and cases off at the hotel, and took a taxi to 
a small church where John Cowie had been asked to baptize the son of Aneta Swatek 
and Grzegorz Balkowski who had been part of our congregation four years ago . It 
was quite an amusing service, as the child and his friends kept running around the 
church, with their parents chasing them.  After that we had some coffee and cakes, 
and then got a night-tour around Wroclaw. At ten, we went to a restaurant, where 
everyone got what they wanted to eat. Then we walked back to the hotel, where we 
slept in a big room with six bunk beds. The next morning we fed on the food we took 
with us from Zychlin. Our breakfast was cake, licorice and some bread and jam! We 
went to meet a professional tour guide, and he led us around the city for a couple of 
hours. It’s amazing how many time Wroclaw has changed the country it is in! Fif-
teen to twenty times! Well, we went for a late lunch at a buffet café and also went  
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Help Wanted! 
The church committee that is organising fundraising and other activities for the 
Mulanje Mission Hospital in Malawi is looking for two new members. 
The things we do for the hospital – a yearly concert, Queen’s Day sales, crafts 
sales – mean a lot for the staff and patients in Malawi, where a euro gets you 
much further than here. 
We are looking for people with practical minds who would like to take care of 
one of our projects, or part of it. 
Want to know more? Contact Lorna Johnson, John Cowie or Stevo Akkerman.  

shopping for a while after that. We all bought the things we where interested in. 
We didn’t realize that the time went so quickly, so we rushed back to our hotel, 
got our baggage, and went with the taxi to the central station in Wroclaw to go to 
Poznan, so we could get the train to Amsterdam from there. Everything was fine, 
until we heard  that the train to Poznan was 
an hour late! The train to Amsterdam would 
leave before we got there! Julia had a good 
talk with someone who works with the res-
ervations, and that lady called the train to 
Amsterdam. We were so lucky! The conduc-
tor was so nice to wait ten minutes so we 
could make it! Leonie and Leila got out at 
midnight in Berlin, and the rest had a safe 
trip back to Amsterdam…  
We all (Junior Church) want to thank all the teachers, John Cowie and Julia for 
organizing the trip, and for the wonderful time in Poland! But also a lot of 
thanks to the congregation! Thank you all so much for spending money, or help-
ing in any other way! WE HAD A GREAT TRIP!!!!                         Leila Wallisser 

Queen’s Day for Mulanje 
On Queen’s Day we had a stall to raise money for the 
Mulanje Mission Hospital. We sold cupcakes, cookies, 
lemonade (everything in orange, which is more or less 
the national colour) and old toys and books. We had fun 
selling our goods throughout the day. Also, we sang and 
played violin and cello with our friends on the street. 
We played the Dutch national anthem, the Wilhelmus. 
Even the mayor of our town stopped to listen and gave 
us some money. 

The stall was a big success and we enjoyed helping the 
Mulanje Mission Hospital.      

Fifi, Rosamunde & Matthijs 
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Concerts in Our Church 

Tickets may be obtained at the church 30 minutes before the concert. Should 
you require more information, updates and changes are listed on the church’s 
website and copies of the concert lists are available in the foyer of the church.  

June 7 3:15pm AUK Kamerkoor with Trio Auric: ‘Finn-
Magyar’, Finnish, Hungarian and Estonian songs, 
including Kodaly, Ligeti, Sibelius, etc. 

June 12 8:15pm Violini Capricciosi: ‘Luigi Boccherini: an isolated 
genius’. 

June 13 3:15pm Jos van der Kooy: organ recital with works by 
Handel, Pachelbel, Bach, Rheinberger, Manneke 
and Van der Kooy. Free concert 

June 14 3:15pm Purcell Kamerorkest: works by Purcess, Tele-
mann, Handel and Brandon. 

June 19 8:15pm Noriko Amano, harpsichord: ‘Baroque from Brit-
ain to Bach’, including works by Purcess, Rameau 
and Bach. 

June 20 8:15pm Eveline Juten (voice) & Henk Dekker 
(harpsichord): ‘O Mio Cor!’, a program with Ital-
ian Baroque music, including Caccini, Strozzi, 
and Monteverdi. 

June 21 3:15pm LéLé Mam, ‘The Women Gather’: sung stories 
about women and mothers from Africa, Eastern 
Europe, Georgia, the Middle East & African 
America. 

June 27 8:15pm The Nederlands Kodály Choir, conducted by Dick 
Hollander: works by Villa-Lobos, Nees, Krenek, 
etc. 

July 3 1:00pm Ben Kearsley, guitar: classical guitar recital with 
works by Albeniz, Morel and Tarrega. Free con-
cert 

July 4 3:15pm Olja Bučo: organ and piano recital featuring 
works by Bach, Mozart, Widor, Debussy and Da-
vies.  Free concert 

July 6 1:00pm Lady Eleanor Holles Junior Choir from Middle-
sex, England: lunch concert with folk songs, spiri-
tuals & songs from musicals. Free concert. 

July 13 1:00pm Malvern College Chamber Choir: lunch concert 
with sacred and secular music. Free concert. 

July 19 3:15pm Kamerorkest Vroeg Klassiek: works by Haydn. 
July 31 1:00pm Guelph Chamber Choir from Canada: lunch con-

cert with fold songs, spirituals and pieces by Ca-
nadian composers. Free concert. 
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Eco Group: Faith Motivated, Science Informed, Hope 
Driven 

Hello from the eco congregation group at the ERC. We hope those who attended the 
coffee after the service on the 31st of May enjoyed the Dutch food nibbles on offer 
and the gardening tips on growing your own edibles from Cityplot.org. We had a 
great time preparing it. We were surprised at how easy it was to shop for the event. 
All the salads, juice, bread, jam, fruit, salads and cheese can be bought from a little 
local ‘natuurwinkel’. Even some exotic looking sea weed was grown here on the sea-
shore. We hope it will encourage us all to try and shop for local food to save on those 
air miles.  
The Reverend John Cowie reported back on attending a vibrant eco congregation 
seminar at the Church of Scotland General Assembly. Churches like ours that are 
part of the eco congregation movement  have set themselves the target of cutting 
their carbon footprint by 5% per year. We made a good start when the Consistory 
voted to switch the three church properties to the 100% green energy provider rec-
ommended by the Protestant Church of the Netherlands, “Green Choice.” They pro-
vide 100% sustainable electricity and offset CO2 at no extra charge. This should have 
cut our footprint by more than 10 % straight off. To investigate some energy-saving 
measures a group of us will be visiting Eco-Logisch (Slingelandtplein 9 Amsterdam), 
an environmentally friendly shop that sells everything from windmills to solar pow-
ered mobile phone chargers. We will have a one-hour guided tour so if you fancy 
coming along please contact us as below. You might be inspired to start cutting your 
own household use by 5% per year. Not an easy task, but we have found that by doing 
it together it is possible and even fun! If you want to join in here are some ideas:  
Work out your carbon footprint, or better still work it out with church friends 
by joining the next church eco team. An eco team is made up of representatives from 
6–8 households meeting for a couple of hours, once a month for 5 months, following 
a practical course on how to green your life. Subjects covered include rubbish, shop-
ping, and food, energy in the home, travel and water. It is a proven method. By work-
ing together all those green intentions finally get put into practice and considerable 
amounts of money are saved. For information email: ercecoteam@gmail.com or talk 
to Leonie Wallisser, Julia Lewandowska or John Cowie at church.  
Join the next church Eco Bible Study. Discuss spiritual challenges that lie at the 
heart of the environmental crisis. This four-hour course covers an introduction to 
ecosystems, climate change and an examination of what guidance is offered in the 
Bible. For the next start date contact as above. 

Coffee Mornings  
The monthly Tuesday coffee mornings are open to anyone who would like to join 
in some informal fellowship. The gatherings are hosted by various people at their 
homes. We begin at 10:30am and end with a light lunch. If you would like more 
information about the coffee mornings, or need to find out about transportation, 
please contact Rev. John Cowie (020-6722288).   

The next coffee morning will be held in the home of George Meerveld in Amster-
dam North on 30th June. This will be the last coffee morning before the summer 
break. 
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The 20’s & 30’s Group 
The 20’s & 30’s Group is going strong.  We have had many activities this past 
year, ranging from international dinners to fellowship meetings. Since so 
many of us are from different countries, we’ve enjoyed each other’s cooking 
immensely at potluck lunches as well as themed dinners, each based on a dif-
ferent national cuisine.  So far we’ve enjoyed German sausage, American-style 
hamburgers, Polish pierogi, a seven-course Italian meal, and are soon to enjoy 
Dutch pancakes.   
In addition to our social events, we also partake in fellowship meetings. Gen-
erally, these take place after church and, of course, always start with a potluck 
lunch.  We sing, we pray, we read from the Bible and we discuss various topics 
affecting us as believers in this world. 
We have a few meetings coming up this year, which newcomers are always 
welcome to join.   
7th June after the service: Dutch pancakes at Julia’s place in the Begijnhof, 
followed perhaps by a trip to the Amstel Park, weather permitting. 
19th-21st June : 20s-30s retreat – At the Veluwemeer.  Accommodation costs 
will be €50 per person for three nights.  Harvard Divinity School graduate Ve-
ronica Garcia-Robles will speak on Saturday.  This weekend will be a time of 
relaxation, recreation, reflection, music, discussion, Bible study and prayer. 
28th June:  We're going to finish our year together and say goodbye to those 
who will be leaving this summer during a Southeast Asian event. 
Come along! 

International Gospel Orchestra 
Many of us are coming from different countries and churches. And the idea of 
forming an International Gospel Orchestra has risen. This would be an orches-
tra that would play ethnic-traditional gospel music from around the world: 
hymns that we used to sing in our former churches and rhythms that would 
bring back memories from our countries. 
We could use all the help you can give to make it happen. How? 
If you have recordings of the hymns you used to sing in your former church or  
if you play an instrument and would be willing to join the group, that would be 
fantastic! 

Get in touch with us at: 
email: g.espinoza@xs4all.nl   or   tel. 0297-52-56-46 
Come join us and make some joyful music! 
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Theology of guiding and concerts 
Some of you might know that during the last few months I was working on my sec-
ond Master’s dissertation. I was writing it for the Christian Theological Academy 
in Warsaw. Since I’m working in the English Reformed Church now and am inter-
ested in urban mission, I decided to write about the ‘Principles of Urban Mission 
of the English Reformed Church in Amsterdam, 1990-2008’.  
Naturally I started by describing the context of urban enterprise in the above men-
tioned setting – the characteristics of the city of Amsterdam and of the congrega-
tion itself. Then I went on to talk about the aspect of the church community which 
can be summarized as embracing and enhancing people’s God given gifts. In this 
chapter I wrote, among other things, about the human rights celebration that we 
had in December last year, and about Music in Worship. In my third chapter I 
worked on the relationship of the church with the outside world. Here I mentioned 
guiding, the website, concerts, the Mulanje Mission Committee and the eco-group. 
If MMH Committee and the eco-congregation group seem pretty self-explanatory 
and the website an obvious and well established means of communication with the 
outside world, guiding and concerts appear a bit puzzling.  
I interviewed 17 ERC worshippers and hardly anyone sees those two activities as 
part of the mission of the church. I must disagree. Let’s start, then, with the defini-
tion of mission. The leading missiologist of our times, South African – David 
Bosch – wrote, ‘mission is missio Dei, which seeks to subsume into itself the mis-
siones ecclesiae, the missionary programs of the church. (…) mission is, quite sim-
ply, the participation of Christians in the liberating mission of Jesus, wagering on a 
future that verifiable experience seems to belie. It is the good news of God’s love, 
incarnated in the witness of a community, for the sake of the world.’ 
Mission is actually the mission of God; His work in which we are privileged to par-
ticipate. In other words – He does the work, we create opportunities for people to 
meet Him. Keeping the church open for tourists and for concerts is part of  our 
task. Tourists can come to church, sit down, meditate, pray, think. But also talk to 
us – worshippers of this vibrant community. Some don’t know that the church is a 
living, worshipping community they can be part of. Others are not sure whether 
they are really welcome to come on a Sunday until we tell them explicitly. Others 
also feel a need to talk about spiritual issues. Some savour Olja’s music in quiet-
ness, immersed in thoughts.  
The same can happen during a concert (if you still haven’t read the interview with 
Rev. John Cowie from People in the Pews, I wholeheartedly invite you to do so, 
and pay attention to the bit about music!). Of course, not everyone is touched by 
the Spirit when walking into the church. Some are touched only in the mountains, 
others in the crowds in a supermarket – we’re all different. And because of that 
let’s give the opportunity to those who happen to walk into the church. We never 
know what God’s intentions are… 
Just two concluding remarks. Firstly, do think whether you could spare some time 
keeping the church open during the week. Secondly, for those of you who are won-
dering how my academic career ended – I already submitted and defended my 
dissertation  and got an A, so am free to do other things now. What a relief! 

                                                                                                 Julia Lewandowska 
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Book Review: With Burning Hearts  
Jelena Smolić reviews With Burning Hearts: A Meditation on the Eucharistic Life, 
by Henri J. M. Nouwen. This book is available in our church’s library. 
The central theme of the book is the Eucharist celebration. It “reveals the deepest 
human experiences” and “summarizes the life we are called to live in the Name of 
God.” This is the Eucharistic life. The word Eucharist means “act of thanksgiving” 
and here Nouwen shows how “what we celebrate and what we are called to live are 
one and the same. “ 
In the book the author analyses the Eucharist in a new way, through the story of 
the two disciples walking to Emmaus on the day of the Resurrection. He convinc-
ingly shows how this story embodies the five main aspects of the Eucharistic cele-
bration: mourning our losses, presence, invitation, communion and mission. 
We begin with the two disciples walking alone on the road. They are grieving, they 
are confused and they feel an overwhelming sense of loss. Jesus, whom they had 
put their trust and hope in, whom they had left their homes to follow, has been 
crucified. The author parallels their loss to the losses we experience in our lives 
today, whatever they may be. Perhaps we have lost our homes. Perhaps we have 
not become the people we wanted to become. He then presents the first aspect of 
Eucharistic life: the way to begin to deal with our losses is to mourn them, to rec-
ognize our own role in them and to ask God for mercy. Then, because Jesus said: 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted,” we are able to see a gift 
in our losses and are set on the path from resentment to gratitude. 
We can then embark on the next step of the Eucharistic life: discerning the pres-
ence of God. Indeed, Jesus comes to the two travelers on the road. He is there, 
present with them in their sadness. He speaks to them and through his word he 
transforms their sadness into joy. Today, through the word which is read and spo-
ken at every Eucharist, God is present with us in the same way. This word has the 
same power to transform us as we listen. 
After he has made their hearts burn, the two disciples invite the stranger to come 
home with them. This is the crucial third step in Nouwen’s philosophy: in the 
Eucharist we are inviting Jesus to stay with us. In this way he is no longer a 
stranger whom we met on the road but someone we want to have a deep relation-
ship with. Jesus accepts their invitation and enters their house, thus opening the 
way to communion with him. He breaks the bread, gives it to them and suddenly 
they recognize him. In performing this simple gesture Jesus, in truth, “gives all.” 
Hence, the Eucharist is an expression of the “immense self-giving love of God” and 
his desire for communion with us. 
Communion also creates community, for there are two disciples who have been 
changed, and thus leads naturally to the final call of the Eucharistic life: mission. 
The two disciples now know that Jesus is alive and their hearts have been trans-
formed from pain to gratitude. They have become new people with a new mission: 
to go and tell others what they have seen and heard. 
Thus, Nouwen concludes, the Eucharist celebration summarizes what our life of 
faith is all about: Jesus gave it to us to enable us to choose gratitude. The author 
calls us to live every day Eucharistically, with everything becoming “a way of say-
ing “thank you” to him who joined us on the road.” 
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Finance Report 
January-April 

Income   2008  2007  Change 
Donations        27,165.98              29,397.78             -2,231.80 
Collections        17,837.78          17,344.57                  439.21 
Church           5,847.52           6,658.47                -810.95  
Weddings         5,300.00           4,300.00              1,000.00 
Concerts          5,090.82           5,270.85                 -180.03 
Flowers                             235.00              330.00                  -95.00 
Church shop              351.46              704.20                 -352.74 
Interest income             827.24                  0.00                  827.24 
Total income              62,655.80        64,005.87              -1,350.07        
 
Income: During the first four months of the year, total income decreased by 2% 
compared to the same period last year. There were marginal changes in the vari-
ous sources of income.  
Costs: Costs increased by 34% in full, and 9% excluding the early redemption of 
the mortgage on the manse. Higher costs for electricity, water and gas, wages 
and salaries, maintenance and costs of the church hall caused this increase. 
Balance sheet: Total assets declined by 9%, while net assets and net funds re-
mained steady over the period.  
Charities: An amount of €6,787.40 in total was received through collections 
and donations for the various charitable organisations. €7,516.20 was paid out 
during this period.  
Thank you!: It remains the aim of Consistory to become financially self-
sufficient, and we wish to thank all contributors for their support.  

Jolmer Gerritse, Treasurer                 

The young people took part in services in the last two places, and the minister 
baptised the first son of Aneta Swatek and Grzegorz Balkowski, who had been 
part of our congregation four years ago. They were made very welcome and it is 
hoped that these contacts will be maintained. 
Two representatives of the church’s ECO Group presented their work in the meet-
ing of March. Consistory agreed that it was important for us as a church to be do-
ing all we can to be as ecologically responsible as possible. The ECO Group is 
asked to make an audit of the church in relation to this issue and report back. 
Consistory decided to switch to a ‘green’ supplier of gas and electricity for all the 
church buildings. 
The next meeting of Consistory will be held on June 15th.  

Heleen Koning 
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Consistory Meetings, 16 March, 6 April & 11 May 
A summary of the topics that were discussed in the previous Consistory meetings.  
Membership matters: Mark Olie and Sytze Plokker were accepted by resolu-
tion of Consistory. Els Nooij has joined the Visitation Group. Atsuko Kamada 
and Man Kit Lam were confirmed on Sunday 29th March. We received notifica-
tion of the death of Albert Oudhof. As in every meeting, Consistory also looked 
into ways to assist church members who might need special attention. 
Finances: As the figures of the first quarter of 2009 showed, income did go 
down in the beginning of this year; meanwhile expenses were higher, but ex-
plainable (redemption of manse mortgage and Presbytery dues paid twice). One 
should not read too much into these figures as it is only the beginning of the year 
and things invariably even out as we get further into the financial year. The fig-
ures of April showed that income is in line with last year and that the expenses 
are reasonable. Our church now has the AMBI status which means we qualify as 
a charity for tax purposes. More information on this can be found on our website 
or on the PKN website. 
Fabric Matters: Church—A pump system to drain away any excess water from 
the Begijnhof (flood prevention) is in place. The microphone has to be replaced, 
as it fell recently. We need to consider getting a smaller one. Initially it was 
thought undesirable to have one that was screwed into the lectern, but the dan-
ger of it falling on a child gives reason to reconsider.  
Shelves are being put up in the pothouse. A sign mapping the escape routes (in 
case of emergency) needs to be put up.  We are looking into possible solutions to 
the problem of a lack of advertising space for concerts.  
Hall—A meeting has been held with the municipality to discuss the detailed 
plans for renovating the Church Hall. The proposed plans for the Hall were met 
with enthusiasm and we have been asked by the municipality to supply a more 
detailed technical specification for the work to be carried out. A copy of the plans 
will be put up in the Hall as well as a list of items that people are invited to do-
nate.  
Other matters: Julia Lewandowska will stay another year with our congrega-
tion. The Presbytery meeting in Rome had been a positive and encouraging ex-
perience. Matters are being made more transparent. Rev. Matthew Ross is the 
Presbytery of Europe moderator this year.  
Annual General Meeting: the attendance this year was low: 28 members came to 
the meeting on March 3rd. The fact that our members are given a clear picture of 
our finances throughout the year may explain why people don’t feel the need to 
attend the AGM. Consistory agreed that the AGM next year should be planned on 
a Sunday after the service. 
The Junior Church trip to Poland at the end of March went very well. Four chil-
dren and five adults represented our church. The children organized an exhibi-
tion about our church. Rev. John Cowie gave a short report on what had been a 
most enjoyable and successful trip to Poland, visiting Konin, Zychlin and Wro-
cław.  
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John Calvin (1509-1564) 
According to our best information, Jean Cauvin – he later Latinized his name to 
Johannes Calvinus - was born on 10th July 1509 in the town of Noyon in Picardy. 
His mother died when he was a child; his father ensured that he was given the best 
possible education. He studied Arts in Paris, Law in Orléans and Bourges, and 
then embarked in Paris on a career as a humanist scholar by editing and com-
menting on the work De Clementia (“On Tolerance”) by the Roman philosopher 
Seneca.  

At some time in his university studies Calvin had come into contact with the ideas 
of the Reformation, but it is not known precisely when or where. In 1533 his friend 
Nicolas Cop gave a rectoral address at the Sorbonne which echoed some of Lu-
ther’s teachings and as a result he and Calvin – whom some have thought to be the 
real author of the speech – left Paris hurriedly to avoid being arrested. Two years 
later, in Basel, Calvin completed the first edition of his Institute of the Christian 
Religion (published in 1536; the final, much larger 4th edition appeared in Geneva 
in 1559). It was also in 1536 that Calvin was called by William Farel to the work of 
reform in Geneva. Two years later they were both expelled by the City Council and 
Calvin worked till 1541 in Strasbourg, but then was called back and remained in 
Geneva till his death in 1564. For some years he still faced a good deal of opposi-
tion, especially from members of prominent Genevan families, but that virtually 
ended after an apparent coup attempt which failed in 1555. 

Under Calvin Geneva rose to a prominent place among the towns of the Swiss and 
Upper German reformation. To his great regret he was never able to reconcile the 
differences between the Swiss Reformed and the German Lutherans on the under-
standing of the Lord’s Supper and so the two confessions remained divided. But 
the influence of Calvin’s Genevan reformation was felt across Europe, from Hun-
gary, Bohemia and Poland to France, the Netherlands, England and Scotland The 
Scottish reformer John Knox, who lived in Geneva with a group of English exiles 
during the reign of Mary Tudor in England, described it as “the purest school of 
Christ since the days of the apostles”. (Calvin was more qualified in his apprecia-
tion of Knox, whose First Blast of the Trumpet against the Monstrous Regiment of 
Women caused Calvin some embarrassment when dealing with Queen Elizabeth!) 

Like Knox, Calvin today tends generally to be regarded fairly negatively even in the 
churches that owe most to him.  There is a widespread image of him as the hu-
mourless and tyrannous dictator of Geneva – which he never was in reality. (The 
image was assiduously cultivated last century by the venomous caricature in 
Stefan Zweig’s Castellio against Calvin, but already in the sixteenth century hostile 
accounts vied with the - much more numerous - positive appreciations.) Govern-
ment and administration of justice in Geneva were of course harsh and inhuman 
by our standards– as more or less everywhere else in sixteenth century Europe – 
but Calvin can scarcely be made solely responsible for that. He did strongly em-
phasise church discipline, but insisted the aim was not to crush the offenders but 
to bring them back into the fold; in many individual cases the records of the 
church consistory show him in a milder light than some of his ministerial col-
leagues. The case which even today is most  often  held up against him is  that  of 

 Continued on page14... 
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… continued from page 13 

the Spanish doctor Michael Servetus, who was convicted of heresy and burned 
at the stake in Geneva in 1553. It is true that Calvin denounced Servetus, ap-
peared against him at his trial and advocated his execution – but he was not in 
favour of burning, and the verdict on Servetus (who had already been sentenced 
to death by the Inquisition before he came to Geneva) was widely approved at 
the time. 

On the positive side, Calvin’s good influences were manifold. He was a prolific 
preacher, teacher and writer. His Institute is the classic systematic theology of 
the Reformation. He wrote commentaries on every book of the New Testament 
except Revelation, and on much of the Old Testament as well.  He established 
the Genevan order of church government, elements of which are still present in 
our Presbyterian constitution (for example, the eldership) and energetically 
strove for the church’s independence of the state in internal church affairs – this 
too being something which found its echo in Scottish church history in the sev-
enteenth century. He advocated the use of metrical psalms in worship and the 
old Scottish Psalter and the Scottish hymn book today still includes psalm tunes 
composed in his day in Geneva. His thought on social, political and economic 
matters, while scarcely making him the founder of capitalism or democracy (as 
some have thought), shows him to have been deeply concerned with justice and 
equality before the law, fairness in trading, the evils of exploitation of the weak 
and responsibility to care for the poor and the sick.  Some of his sermons could 
be addressed with little adaptation to the current world-wide financial crisis. All 
in all he deserves a better image and still today repays study.   — Alasdair Heron 

Alasdair Heron, assistant minister in St Michael’s in Linlithgow in 1969-1971, 
retired in 2007 from the Chair of Reformed Theology in Erlangen, Germany. 
One of his current projects is an edition of a selection from Calvin’s letters.  

Julia Appeal 
Julia Lewandowska joined our congregation last summer as Student Associate 
Minister, for a one-year term. The costs thereof where achieved through contri-
butions outside the ERC budget and covered by generous donations of the Pres-
bytery of Europe of the Church of Scotland and in addition by individual dona-
tions from our congregation.  
Julia’s position will be prolonged for an additional year, commencing as of Sep-
tember 1st 2009. This budget has already been covered by about 60%, leaving a 
balance of about € 9.000. If you wish to contribute, kindly make your donation 
to the regular ERC bank account, mentioning ‘Julia 2009/2010’ or leave your 
donation in the church collection under the same reference.  
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration & contribution. 

Jolmer Gerritse, Treasurer 
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Minister’s Letter 
Dear friends, 

I was standing in the entrance to the church last week as streams of visitors 
passed through to have a look inside. It was good to see the look of surprise 
and delight on one woman’s face when she saw that we had a Slovakian ver-
sion of the printed church guide for her to use. [We now have 30 language 
versions and the list grows slowly as more are prepared. If you can help by 
giving a few hours a week to receive visitors, contact Alicia at the phone 
number and email address opposite.] 

I am also struck by the number of people who photograph the words over the 
entrance of the church – ‘Within these walls let no-one be a stranger’. The sad 
truth is that people do not feel welcome in some churches; they are made to 
feel like, and remain as, outsiders. 

I returned recently from the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
Edinburgh. It was a stimulating time of debate and reflection on the work of 
the church over the past year and plans for the future. The breadth of the 
church was much in evidence, both in the views held by those who attended 
and in the wide range of visitors who were invited to attend and speak. The 
most publicised visitor was the former leader of the Anglican Church in South 
Africa, Bishop Desmond Tutu. He is famous for his work of reconciliation, 
and for the smile which accompanied the demand for justice for all.  

Desmond Tutu grew up in Johannesburg. The story goes that one event which 
struck Desmond Tutu was when a white man in a priest’s clothing, walking 
past him and his mother, actually took off his hat to Desmond’s mother. The 
man was the priest and prominent opponent of apartheid, Trevor Huddle-
ston.  

I have no doubt there were other influences on the young Desmond Tutu, but 
his re-telling of that event demonstrates the importance of recognising and 
welcoming people. Tutu affirmed in an interview on the BBC last year how 
important it is that the church, and church leaders, demonstrate that ‘God is a 
welcoming God’.   

When a person accepts an invitation, or just shows up at church, God is at 
work. It isn’t an accident when we encounter a visitor or stranger, God is at 
work. It is an important moment; we are the presence of God. 

Desmond Tutu has made it his life’s work to offer, in Jesus’ name, a welcome 
to all, to announce the need for God’s grace and forgiveness. His cheerful 
smile is now famous the world over.  

Of course it takes more than a smile to build a relationship in church, on the 
tram, at work, or in the street. But a smile is a good start. 
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Have you got news or an article you would like to see in the Record? Give your 
contributions to me at church or send them to: 

Susan Polstra 
Marnixkade 67-2 
1015 XX Amsterdam 
E-mail: susan.polstra@xs4all.nl 
 
The deadline for the next Record is July 20th... 

Baptisms 
Ruben Gomer Legarde 

 3 May 
David Charles Xue Ran van Wingerden 

 17 May 

Hello readers of the Record,  
In July I will be moving out of my furnished house where I live with volunteers 
and act as a mentor to them, and I will take the big step in life and move into my 
first apartment.  
Do you have hidden in the back of your cupboards, around the house, in your attic 
or even your cellar, things that you never use anymore? This is your chance to 
make room in your house and give them a new lease of life in a happy new home. 
I am looking for all kitchen articles from pots and pans to knives and chopping 
board and much more. I am also looking for dining articles from plates, glasses, 
cutlery, mugs and again much, much more. If anyone has an old fridge or cooker 
then these would also be very welcome indeed.  
For more information please email me at imajcher@gmail.com, phone me on 06 
153 39 601 or catch me one time after church on a Sunday.  
Thank you in advance, Iain Majcher 

Birth 
Maurizio Heiko Mario Aiello 

 6 April 
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