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Minister’s Letter

Dear Friends,

A couple of Sundays ago we held our Remembrance Sunday service, as always, and |
thought that in this letter | would comment on one feature of the service - or perhaps
| should say one feature absent from the service. | know this has been commented on
by some, and | think it is something that raises important wider issues. | refer to the
fact that we no longer sing the national anthems (Dutch and British) during the service,
as was once the custom.

| would begin by saying that this is not out of any disrespect for the national anthems.
It has, however, to do with what is and what is not appropriate in a church service. In
the Bible the church is described as ‘the holy nation’ (1 Peter 2:9, referring back to
Exodus 19:6), which is set apart and made up of people from every nation, tribe and
tongue. It is the one place where all nations come together and national identities
take second place to our oneness in Christ. We rejoice in having such an international
congregation at the ERC and we gladly proclaim at our entrance, ‘within these walls
let no-one be a stranger’. That is a wonderful sentiment but it is about more than just
being a friendly church - it has deeper theological groundings. In the New Testament
Letter to the Ephesians Paul writes that we are no longer ‘strangers’ but citizens and
members of the household of God. In other words we cannot be strangers for we share
a common citizenship in God’s house. This is one of the glorious features of the Church:
our primary citizenship is in God’s Kingdom and not in earthly nations, and indeed this
is where there is real hope of peace and reconciliation for the world. So having a
national anthem, or singling out one or two, goes against our very nature as the
church. (As a matter of fact, as God’s holy nation we do have ‘national anthems’ -
they are called ‘hymns’ and we sing them every week!).

Every year on the day before Remembrance Sunday | lead a service at De Nieuwe
Ooster cemetery on Saturday, where there are graves of fallen servicemen. That is a
civic occasion in the presence of the Burgemeester and we sing national anthems - the
British, the Dutch and the Polish and that is entirely right and appropriate. But when
we move into the church the next day, it is different.

For some, Remembrance Sunday is a very moving occasion as they have memories of
conflicts and of loved ones lost or scarred in them. At the English Reformed Church
we aspire to do this with reverence and dignity, but it is important to remember what
is distinctive about us as a church. | do not know if you will agree with this explanation
of why the anthems have been omitted in recent years, but | hope you appreciate
there is a reason, and that such changes are not made lightly.

Lastly, with Christmas approaching fast, | would wish you every blessing in this coming
season of Advent and Christmas and a joyful New Year.

Lance
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Alexander Noordijk started as student minister in the beginning of October and preached for
the first time in church on November 4.

Property

The maintenance work on the floors in the consistory room
and the deaconry room is finished. We had some issues with
the heating, but these are solved.

An enquiry was received by the organizers of the Mondriaan
exhibition "Het Spirituele pad”, in Winterswijk. As a result,
someone came to the ERC to take several pictures of the
ERC pulpit, which bears a beautiful bas-relief by Piet
Mondriaan. The pictures of the ERC pulpit feature in the
exhibition, which can be visited until March 3 2019.

Outreach !
The outreach committee is looking into the possibility of |
revitalizing the Eco-Congregation program. We participated
in @ Human Aid in Greece fundraiser.

Church Community

The first Pub Quiz was held on 27 October organized by the ladies of the Begijnhof together
with our church.

The Mulanje Mission Charity Concert was brought to our attention.

And we started preparations for the Christmas season.

More information about activities and services in available in this issue of the Record.
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