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Minister‘s Letter

Dear Friends,

If you are a member or regular attender of the English Reformed Church
then it is likely that you will have received recently a letter or email from
one of the elders of the church offering to make contact and to meet up -
possibly after a service or at some other time. | would like to use this letter
this month to say a bit more about this initiative.

In a church like ours, described as ‘Presbyterian’, elders are set aside and
share in the leadership of the church. Traditionally this has included a
pastoral role: the pastoral care of the congregation is not just the minister’s
responsibility but is shared among the eldership. This has taken many forms
over the years in Presbyterian churches: sometimes in the past elders have
been rather like a pastoral police force, taking rather too much interest in
the lives of church members! In other times and places the elders have in
practice done very little in this regard, with pastoral care being entrusted
to a group who are not elders but have the appropriate skills.

The elders of our church, the Consistory, have decided that it would be good
if every member and regular attender had an elder who they can regard as
‘theirs’, someone who will be their point of contact with the Consistory.
Don’t worry, this is not the pastoral police and your elder will not be
appearing at your door every other day! You and your elder might have an
occasional cup of coffee together after a church service, or have a phone
conversation from time to time, and should you be changing address or
moving away from Amsterdam and away from the church your elder would
be someone to notify. The aim is simply to deepen fellowship, to enhance
community and communication.

A few people, having been contacted by their elder, have commented that
there is some other elder who they know well and who they might be better
connected with. | would suggest otherwise, however: the aim here is to
extend contacts and relationships and it is good if your elder is someone you
do not already know well and who you can get to know and who can get to
know you a little bit.

Ours is a church in which there is a great deal of coming-and-going. People
arrive and move on all the time and it is sometimes hard to keep track. It
is the hope of the elders that by making sure that as many people as possible
have some contact with an elder our fellowship and sense of community
will be deepened and it will indeed be true, as it says over our door, that
‘within these walls let no-one be a stranger.’

All good wishes to you,
Lance




so much work in front of and behind the scenes. To Giles a nd Richard
and of course Fred an lan, who played so beautifully, to Ingrid for co-
ordinating, Thorsten, Ingrid, Nick and all others who helped. And a
thank you to Adjoa Kpeto who did the artwork for poster, tickets etc.

Thorsten noted that 22K € have been raised for the Mulanje Mission
Hospital. Of this amount, 10K € will be transferred to Wilde Ganzen







































