“Within these walls let no-one be a stranger”
Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10" 2020

Call to Worship and Approach to God. You are invited to light a candle.

In you, O LORD, | seek refuge;

do not let me ever be put to shame;

in your righteousness deliver me.
Incline your ear to me;

rescue me speedily.
Be a rock of refuge for me,

a strong fortress to save me.

Psalm 31: v.1-2

< Hymn

1. Sing, all creation, sing to God in gladness! 3. Enter his temple, ringing out his praises!
Joyously serve him, singing hymns of homage! Sing in thanksgiving as you come before him!
Chanting his praises, come before his presence! Blessing his bounty, glorify his greatness!
Praise the Almighty! Praise the Almighty!

2. Know that our God is Lord of all the ages! 4. Greatin his goodness is the Lord we worship;

He is our maker; we are all his creatures,
people he fashioned, sheep he leads to pasture!

Praise the Almighty! Praise the Almighty!

% Prayer of approach ending with the Lord’s Prayer:

(say this in whichever language or version you prefer.)
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Word of God
« Children’s address
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Holy Scripture: Acts 7:51-8:1

51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit,
just as your ancestors used to do. % Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They
killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers
and murderers. 3 You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not
kept it."

54 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 5% But filled
with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. % “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!”  But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
%8 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at
the feet of a young man named Saul. % While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said this, he died.

8 ' And Saul approved of their killing him.

Music in worship: Nearer, My God, to Thee - John Gardner

Sermon: followed by pause for reflection

"Powers of Good" - Dietrich Bonhoffer

With every power for good to stay and guide me, While all the powers of good aid and attend us,
comforted and inspired beyond all fear, boldly we'll face the future, come what may.
I'll live these days with you in thought beside me, At even and at morn God will befriend us,

and pass, with you, into the coming year. and oh, most surely on each newborn day!

steadfast his kindness, love that knows no ending!
Faithful his word is, changeless, everlasting!



Response to God’s Word
Hymn

1. Through the love of God our Saviour,
all will be well.
Free and changeless is his favour,
all, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us,
perfect is the grace that sealed us,
strong the hand stretched forth to shield us,
all must be well.

2. Though we pass through tribulation,
all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation,
all, all is well.
Happy, still in God confiding,
fruitful, if in Christ abiding,
holy, through the Spirit’s guiding,
all must be well.

3. We expect a bright tomorrow,
all will be well.
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
'All, all is well.'
On our Father’s love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
in our living, in our dying,
all must be well.
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» Prayers of Intercession

» Offering and dedication
Please note that in the absence of an offering of money in this service you are invited to use the
PayPal donation opportunity on the church’s webpage.

Gracious God,

you entrust us with

gifts and blessings.

We thank you,

and we offer you our lives

in service and in trust,

asking for your grace and protection.
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Amen.
< Hymn
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 2. Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! visions of rapture burst on my sight;
heir of salvation, purchase of God; angels descending bring from above
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
This is my story; this is my song, 3. Perfect submission, all is at rest,
praising my Saviour all the day long. | in my Saviour am happy and blest;
This is my story; this is my song, watching and waiting, looking above,
praising my Saviour all the day long. filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Blessing:

Go in peace to love and to serve God;

and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with us and unite us, now and always. Amen.

Threefold Amen



