“Within these walls let no-one be a stranger”

21 June 2020

Call to Worship and Approach to God. You are invited to light a candle.

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayetr;
listen to my cry of supplication.
In the day of my trouble | call on you,
for you will answer me.
There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,
nor are there any works like yours.
All the nations you have made shall come
and bow down before you, O Lord,
and shall glorify your name.
For you are great and do wondrous things;
you alone are God.
Psalm 86: 6-10

< Hymn
1. Sing to the Lord a joyful song,
lift up your hearts, your voices raise;
to us his gracious gifts belong,
to him our songs of love and praise.

2. For life and love, for rest and food,
for daily help and nightly care,
sing to the Lord, for he is good,
and praise his name, for it is fair.

For joys untold, that from above

cheer those who love his sweet employ,
sing to our God, for he is love;

exalt his name, for it is joy.

Sing to the Lord of heaven and earth,
whom angels serve and saints adore,
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,

to whom be praise for evermore. Amen.

3. For strength to those who on him wait
his truth to prove, his will to do,
sing to our God, for he is great,
trust in his name, for it is true.

% Prayer of approach ending with the Lord’s Prayer:
(say this in whichever language or version you prefer.)

The Word of God
< Children’s address

< Holy Scripture: Matthew 10:24-39

2ap disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; “it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!
%430 have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known. %’ What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. *® Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. ?° Are not two sparrows
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. ** And even
the hairs of your head are all counted. ** So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.
%2 “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; * but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny before my Father in
heaven.
% Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring peace, but
a sword.
% For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

% and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
3" Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; * and whoever does not take up the cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. * Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it.

% Music in worship: Fight the Good Fight - John Gardner



s Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Doug Gay

followed by pause for reflection

Response to God’s Word

< Hymn

1.

"Take up your cross," the Saviour said,
"if you would my disciple be;

take up your cross, with willing heart
and humbly follow after me."

Take up your cross; let not its weight

fill your weak soul with vain alarm;

his strength shall bear your spirit up,

and brace your heart, and nerve your arm.

Take up your cross, nor heed the shame,
and let your foolish pride be still;

the Lord refused not even to die

upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill.

Take up your cross, then, in his strength,
and calmly every danger brave;

it guides you to a better home,

and leads to victory o’er the grave.

Take up your cross and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;

for only those who bear the cross
may hope to wear the glorious crown.

+ Prayers of Intercession

% Prayer of dedication

< Hymn

Living God,

yours is the gift of life

given freely and abundantly.
Teach us to find our lives

in offering them to you,

and in the service

of your coming Kingdom. Amen.

We sing a love that sets all people free,

that blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame,
enfolds the earth, springs up like water clear:

come, living love, live in our hearts today.

We sing a love that seeks another's good,
that longs to serve and not to count the cost,
a love that, yielding, finds itself made new:
come, caring love, live in our hearts today.

We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid

to be itself, despite another's wrath,

a love that stands alone and undismayed:

come, strengthening love, live in our hearts today.

We sing a love that, wandering, will not rest
until it finds its way, its home, its source,
through joy and sadness pressing on refreshed:
come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts today.

We sing the Holy Spirit, full of love,

who seeks out scars of ancient bitterness,

brings to our wounds the healing grace of Christ:
come, radiant love, live in our hearts today.

Blessing: Go in peace to love and to serve God;

and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with us and unite us, now and always. Amen.



