“Within these walls let no-one be a stranger”
December 27th 2020

1st Sunday after Christmas
Prelude: Pastorale, Domenico Zipoli

Call to Worship and Approach to God
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
❖ Hymn 320
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
2. Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.
❖ Prayers of approach (ending with the Lord’s prayer)
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Word of God

❖ Children’s address
❖ Holy Scripture: Luke 2:22-40
22
When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;[a] this
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,
29
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own
soul too.”
36
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband
seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting
and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to
praise God and to speak about the child[h] to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem.
❖ Music

❖ Sermon

Followed by pause for reflection

Response to God’s Word
❖ Hymn 313
1. See in yonder manger low,
Born for us on earth below,
See the gentle Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.
Hail, O ever-blessed morn;
Hail redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
2.

Lo, within a stable lies
He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim.
Hail, O ever-blessed morn;
Hail redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

3.

Say, ye holy shepherds, say,
what your joyful news today;
wherefore have ye left your sheep;
on the lonelymountain steep.
Hail, O ever-blessed morn;
Hail redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

4.

Sacred infant, all Divine,
what a tender love was thine,.
thus to come from highest bliss
down to such a world as this.
Hail, O ever-blessed morn;
Hail redemption’s happy dawn;
Sing through all Jerusalem:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

❖ Prayers of Intercession
❖ Prayer of dedication
Loving God,
as Mary and Joseph
dedicated Jesus in the temple,
so we dedicate ourselves to you
in the service his Kingdom. Amen.

❖ Hymn 319

❖

1.

Of the Father's heart begotten,
Ere the world from chaos rose,
He is Alpha, from that Fountain
All that is and hath been flows;
He is Omega, of all things,
Yet to come the mystic Close,
Evermore and evermore.

2.

By His Word was all created
He commanded and 'twas done;
Earth and sky and boundless ocean,
Universe of three in one,
All that sees the moon's soft radiance,
All that breathes beneath the sun,
Evermore and evermore.

3.

All the heights of heaven, adore him,
Angel hosts, his praises sing;
Powers, dominions bow before him,
And extol our God and King;
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Every voice in concert ring,
Evermore and evermore.

4.

Christ, to thee, with God the Father,
And, O holy Ghost to Thee,
Hymn an chant and high thanksgiving,
And unwearied praises be,
Honour, glory and dominion,
And eternal victory,
Evermore and evermore.

Sending out with blessing (followed by sung Amen)

Postlude: Pastorale, Domenico Zipoli
…………………………………………………………..
Our service this morning is led by Veronica Garcia Robles;
Holy Scripture is read by Baafi Owusu Sekyere; prayers of
intercession are led by Pastor Lance Stone.

